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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN NEWSPAPER ALLEGES MASS ABDUCTION BY 'TERRORISTS" 
FROM BOTSWANA 

REF: GABORONE 2162 

1. SEPTEMBER 7 BULAWAYO CHRONICLE HEADLINES STORY REPORTING 
ABDUCTION OP 45 RHODESIAN AFRICANS BY "TERRORISTS" FROM 
"SANCTUARY AFFORDED THEM IN BOTSWANA". AFRICANS WERE REPORTEDLY 
ROUNDED UP AT GUNPOINT BY FOUR ARMED "TERRORISTS" AT THE DIAMOND 
T RANCH IN MATETSI WILDLIFE AREA OF RHODESIA ON MORNING OP 
SEPTEMBER 4. "TERRORISTS" REPORTEDLY BEGAN ATTACK ON RANCH 
DURING NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 3 AND HEADED POR BOTSWANA BORDER 
WITH THEIR CAPTIVES NEXT MORNING. 

2. ACCORDING TO CHRONICLE REPORT, RHODESIAN AIR AND GROUND 
UNITS TRACKED PARTY TO BORDER BUT WERE DENIED PERMISSION TO 
CROSS INTO BOTSWANA IN "HOT PURSUIT". CHRONICLE STORY ALLEGES 
THAT "TERRORISTS" AND THEIR CAPTIVES CROSSED INTO BOT- 
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SWANA AT PANDAMATENGA WHERE BDF VEHICLES TRANSPORTED 
THEM AWAY FROM BORDER. ARTICLE NOTES THAT RHODESIAN 
ALLEGATION OF MASS ABDUCTION COINCIDED WITH BOTSWANA'S 
COMPLAINTS OF RHODESIAN ATTACKS IN PANDAMATENGA AREA 
(REPTEL). ACCORDING TO CHRONICLE, RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES SPOKESMAN CLAIMED THAT NO RHODESIAN FORCES HAD 
CROSSED BORDER AT PANDAMATENGA AND THAT BOTSWANA'S 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CHARGES WERE 'TOTALLY WITHOUT FACT". 

3. COMMENT: RHODESIAN MEDIA AND OFFICIAL STATEMENTS 
CONTINUE TO BUILD CASE FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE ARMED INCUR- 
SIONS INTO BOTSWANA. REEERENCES TO "TERRORIST SANCTU- 
ARIES" AND BDF COMPLICITY IN "TERRORIST" ACTS LEAVE 
LITTLE DOUBT THAT ZIMBABWEAN CAMPS AT ERANCISTOWN AND 
SELEBI-PIKWE AND BDF CAMPS IN NORTHWESTERN BOTSWANA 
ARE HIGH ON RHODESIAN LIST OF PROSPECTIVE TARGETS. 

SMITH REGIME PROBABLY WISHES TO AVOID ADVERSE POLITICAL 
CONSEQUENCES OF LARGE-SCALE INCURSION INTO BOTSWANA AT 
THIS TIME, BUT CONTINUING EXPLICIT WARNINGS OP NEW "HOT 
PURSUIT " RAIDS WILL CONTINUE TO FUEL GOB CONERNS POR 
BOTSWANA'S SECURITY. 

NORLAND 
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